
 

 

 

 

 

POOL LIGHTING 

Section 3115B, Title 24, California Code of Regulations 
 
Section 3115B.1 General. Pools shall have underwater and deck lighting such that lifeguards or other 
persons may observe, without interference from direct and reflected glare from the lighting sources, every 
part of the underwater area and pool surface, all diving boards or other pool appurtenances. If underwater 
or deck surface lighting is not operational, the operator of the pool shall secure the pool area and not permit 
any use of the pool after dark and shall post the same sign as required in Section 3120B.9. 

Note: See Part 3, Article 3-680, Title 24, California Code of Regulations for electrical installation 
requirements. 
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3115B.2 Nighttime use. Pools used at night shall be equipped with underwater lighting fixtures that will 
provide complete illumination to all underwater areas of the pool with no blind spots. Illumination shall 
enable a lifeguard or other persons to determine whether: 

1. A pool user is lying on the bottom of the pool; and 

2. The pool water conforms to the definition of “clear pool water.” 

Exception: Pools provided with a system of overhead lighting fixtures where it can be demonstrated to the 
enforcing agent that the system is equivalent to the underwater lighting fixture system. 

3115B.3 Deck area lighting. When the pool is to be used at night, pool deck areas and emergency egress 
areas shall be provided with lighting so that persons walking on the deck can identify hazards. Lighting 
fixtures shall be aimed towards the deck area and away from the pool surface insofar as practical. 
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