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Housekeeping



Training Norms & Agreements

Respect the 
trainer(s)

1

Respect 
attendees

2

Make and 
take space

3

Share the mic

4

Acknowledge 
power and 
privilege

5



About

Continuum of Care Trainings: Monthly 
trainings for homeless service providers 
covering information or skills considered 
essential by HUD or our system of care

Hosted by H3 the 2nd Monday of every month 
from 10am-Noon

Required for direct service staff (case 
managers, care coordinators, etc.) and 
program managers.   



A. Take the educational needs of children into account when placing families in housing and will, to the maximum extent practicable, 
place families with children as close as possible to their school of origin so as not to disrupt such children's education.

B. Inform families with children and unaccompanied youth of their educational rights, including providing written materials, help with 
enrollment, and linkage to McKinney Vento Liaisons as part of intake procedures.

C. Not require children and unaccompanied youth to enroll in a new school as a condition of receiving services.

D. Allow parents or the youth (if unaccompanied) to make decisions about school placement. 

E. Not require children and unaccompanied youth to attend after-school or educational programs that would replace/interfere with
regular day school or prohibit them from staying enrolled in their original school.

F. Post notices of student’s rights at each program site that serves homeless children and families in appropriate languages.

G. Designate staff that will be responsible for:

•1. Ensuring that homeless children and youth in their programs are in school and are receiving all educational services they are entitled to.
•2. Coordinating with the CoC, the Department of Social Services, the County Office of Education, the McKinney Vento Coordinator, the McKinney Vento Educational Liaisons, 

and other mainstream providers as needed.

H. In order to ensure compliance and to assist providers in meeting these requirements, the CoC will provide training on these issues 
annually and will include these in the funding competition review and ranking process.

Required Elements for This Training: HUD

Consistent with the CoC Program Interim Rule 24 CFR §578.23, all CoC and ESG programs assisting families with children or unaccompanied youth must:



Monitoring

Attendance is monitored by H3 staff and 
discussed during monthly/quarterly provider 
check-ins with CE Manager and/or CoC 
Administrator 

Providers/programs lacking attendance at 
trainings can be subject to Corrective Action 
Plans



Equity 
questions to 
consider

 Have you noticed 
inequities in your own 
work on this topic?

 Have you contributed to 
or interrupted 
inequities?  

What barriers still exist? 
How might they be 
addressed?



Trainers

Gina Bills, Education Liaison
Alejandra Chamberlain, Director, 
Youth Services

Contra Costa Office of Education



Educational Rights of 
Children and Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness

February 12, 2024



Welcome

Please share:

• Name
• Agency
• What is your favorite sweet 

treat?



Nice to Meet You

Alejandra Chamberlain
Director, Youth Services

CCCOE

         Gina Bills 
      Education Liaison
                   CCCOE 



CCCOE Enrollment 

The Contra Costa County Office of Education promotes success in learning and life through quality leadership, programs 
and services.

• 286 schools 
• 18 school districts 
• Total County Enrollment- Public Schools and Charter Schools 

       Enrollment: 169,225 Charter Enrollment: 12,913



• Provides a range of coordinated services for youth 
• Technical assistance and professional development
• Partnerships with school districts, colleges, probation, juvenile court 

and community organizations  



• Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY)
• Foster Youth Services Coordinating Program (FYSCP)
• Workforce Program
• Empowerment Program
• Wellness in Schools Program (WISP)



Our Time Together Today
• How to take the educational needs of children into account when placing 

families in housing
• How to inform families with children and unaccompanied youth of their 

educational rights as part of intake procedures
• What is and isn’t required for children and unaccompanied youth 

experiencing homelessness
• How to coordinate with the CoC, Department of Social Services, County 

Office of Education, McKinney Vento Coordinator, McKinney Vento 
Educational Liaisons, and other mainstream providers as needed



What Do You Think? 

How many children and youth were identified as 
homeless during the 2022-23 school year?  



Students in Contra Costa County

2,763
Homeless Children and Youth







Who are Homeless Youth?
Children and Youth who:
• Have been identified as homeless under the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act



McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

•Federal Legislation that ensures the educational rights and 
protections of children and youth experiencing homelessness
•Authorizes funding for the Federal Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth program (EHCY)
•Ensures that children and youth experiencing homelessness have 
equal and immediate access to public education
•Applies to LEA’s, which are defined as public school districts, direct 
and locally funded charter schools and county offices of education
•Provides educational support to promote school success



What Do You Think?

Which of the following are included in the McKinney-Vento 
Act definition of homeless?

Sharing the housing of other persons due to:
Relocation
Bankruptcy
Loss of housing
Job loss
Economic hardship





2,763 Homeless Youth Enrolled in Contra Costa County for the 22/23 School Year
Acalanes 15
Antioch 308
Brentwood 17
Byron 12
Canyon 0
CCCOE 12
John Swett 82
Knightsen 16
Lafayette 12
Liberty 205
Martinez 43
Moraga 0
Mt. Diablo 612
Oakley 21
Orinda 8
Pittsburg 614
San Ramon Valley 51
Walnut Creek 6
West Contra Costa 729



GIS Data Map
Provides:

• Homeless Enrollment by District
• Homeless Enrollment Change by District









Education Rights



Education Rights

• What are some ways to include this information during the 
intake process?

• What other information would you want to know 
pertaining to educational rights?



Education Rights

• Enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents 
required for enrollment

• Enroll in school and attend classes while school obtains 
needed documents

• Enroll in the local attendance area school or continue 
attending their school of origin



Education Rights

• Receive transportation to and from school of origin, if requested 
by the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth.

• Receive educational services comparable to those provided to 
other students, according to the student’s need.

• Graduation exemption rights 



CCC Homeless Education Liaisons

• Every school district must 
designate a local homeless 
education liaison to serve as the 
key homeless education 
contact in the district and to 
ensure that eligible students 
within the district receive the 
rights and services to which 
they are entitled.

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:bbc68c50-4f76-392b-
bdfb-37e49ceae693

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:bbc68c50-4f76-392b-bdfb-37e49ceae693
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:bbc68c50-4f76-392b-bdfb-37e49ceae693


Immediate Enrollment 

Students experiencing homelessness are entitled to immediate school 
enrollment:

• Even when lacking records normally required for enrollment, such as previous 
academic records, immunization and other required health records, proof of 
residency, proof of guardianship, or other documentation

• Even if having missed application or enrollment deadlines during any period 
of homelessness

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(C)(i)

Enrollment is defined as “attending classes and participating fully in school 
activities” 

42 U.S.C. § 11434a(1)



Case Scenario #1:

After conducting an intake assessment, a parent discloses 
that their 3 children, ages 6, 12, and 15 have not been 

attending school.

What assistance can you offer?
What questions do you have for the family?



School of Origin and Residency

Homeless children and youth have the right to attend:

• The school of origin
• The school that a child or youth attended when permanently housed, or
• The school in which the child or youth was last enrolled
• School the student attended within the preceding 15 months
• Includes public preschools (district-administered) and receiving schools

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(A)(ii)

• The school of residency
• Any public school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area 

in which the child or youth is living are eligible to attend
• 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(I)(i)



Case Scenario #2

You are working with a family at Shelter Inc's Mt. View 
Family Shelter. They have a high school student who was 
previously attending Antioch High School prior to being 

placed in emergency housing. 

Which is School of Origin?
Which is School of Residence?



School of Origin Transportation
• Transportation must be provided to and from the school of origin at the 

request of parent or guardian; in the case of an unaccompanied youth at 
the request of the local liaison.

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)

• School of origin transportation rights extend to public preschools and 
receiving schools.

• When a formerly homeless student obtains permanent housing, the LEA 
must continue to provide school of origin transportation for the remainder 
of the academic year.

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(A); EHCY Non-Regulatory Guidance, Question J-5



Case Scenario #3

You are conducting an assessment with a family who is 
currently living in their car; they have a 5-year-old who will 

enter kindergarten this Fall. 

Because the family lives in their car, they often stay in 
several different cities each week. 

What assistance can you offer?
What questions do you have for the family?  



Graduation Rights
A pupil in foster care, homeless, former juvenile court school,
military family or a migratory child can opt to graduate with the
reduced state graduation exemption requirements if they:

• Are in foster care, homeless, former juvenile court school, military
family or a migratory child and transfer schools after the 2nd year of
high school

• Are significantly credit deficient and unlikely to graduate on time
• Student will be notified if they qualify for the exemption within 30 days

of transfer
• Unaccompanied youth serve as their own ERH

Ca. Educ. Code § 51225.1:



Graduation Rights
Additional Considerations:

Students have the right to stay in school for a 5th year to complete all
graduation requirements

• LEA shall exempt a pupil from the local educational agency’s graduation
requirements and provide the pupil the option to remain in school for a
fifth year to complete the statewide coursework requirements.

• The number of credits the pupil has earned to the date of transfer, the
length of the pupil’s school enrollment, or, for pupils with significant gaps in
attendance, the pupil’s age as compared to the average age of pupils in
the third or fourth year of high school, may be used

Graduating with reduced credits may impact post-secondary options

Ca. Educ. Code § 51225.3:



Case Scenario #4

You are working with a 12th grade student, who is on track 
to graduating; however, the family has since moved out of 
district. 

What education-based assistance can be offered?



Unaccompanied Youth

• Defined as children and youth not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian

• A guardianship issue alone does not qualify a 
student for McKinney-Vento services

• A student can be homeless 
and unaccompanied



Homeless Unaccompanied Youth  

Homeless Unaccompanied 
Homeless 

Unaccompanied 
Youth 

Students must meet both criteria (homeless and unaccompanied) 
to be considered a homeless unaccompanied youth



Unaccompanied Youth

• Many youth become separated due to lack of space in living 
situations and/or shelter policies

• Shelters often have 30,60- or 90-day stays
• Family dysfunction: Over 2/3 of hotline calls report at least one 

parent abuses drugs or alcohol
• Roughly 1/3 of homeless youth identify as LGBTQIA+
• Approximately 10% of homeless teens are pregnant



Case Scenario #5

Celia is 15 and has a mother who struggles with substance 
abuse. As a result, she often has strangers in the home and 
participates in activities that cause Celia to feel anxious and 
uncomfortable. Eventually, Celia concluded that she would 
be safer living on her own. She ran away and is now sleeping 
on the streets in downtown Richmond. She is not currently 
attending school but wants to re-enroll as soon as possible.

What information or education-based assistance can be 
offered?



Dispute Resolution
• When a dispute arises between the school and the youth over eligibility, 

school selection, or enrollment, the student must be

• Enrolled immediately in the requested school, pending final resolution of the dispute, 
including all available appeals

• Provided with a written explanation of any dispute-related decisions made by the 
school, the district, or the state educational agency involved, including the rights of 
the youth to appeal

• Referred to the local liaison, who will carry out the dispute resolution process as 
expeditiously as possible, and ensure that the youth is enrolled immediately in the 
requested school pending the resolution of the dispute

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E)

• Students must receive all services for which they are eligible until final 
resolution of all disputes and appeals.

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E)(i) and (iv); EHCY Non-Regulatory Guidance, Question K-7



Putting the Pieces Together
• How to take the educational needs of children into account when 

placing families in housing

• Be intentional about including the liaison



Best Practices Review

• Immediate Enrollment 

• Transportation Assistance 

• Tutoring   

• Providing students with school supplies, hygiene kits, clothing as needed to 

attend and fully participate in school.



CoC Program Staff: Tips for 
Successful Partnerships

• Learn more about the education portion of the McKinney-Vento 
Act. The more CoC program staff learn about the education portion 
of the Act, the more they will understand about available services 
and be able to “speak the same language” as their education 
partners.

• Share information and data on housing programs to increase 
awareness of challenges and highlight opportunities to address 
gaps in services through collaboration with local liaisons.



CoC Program Staff: Tips for 
Successful Partnerships

• Become familiar with the educational challenges that homeless 
children and youth face; identify ways that your CoC program can 
support these children and youth.

• Invite local liaisons to CoC meetings and institute a recurring 
agenda item focused on education; consider establishing an 
education subcommittee.

• Develop a protocol for case managers and local liaisons to 
evaluate the best interest of the child in terms of school placement



CoC Program Staff: Tips for 
Successful Partnerships

• Develop memoranda of understanding(MOUs).
CoCs and their members and local school districts may wish to enter into MOUs to 
establish protocols for student identification, service referrals, and data or 
information sharing. These MOUs should specify mutually-accepted expectations, 
protocols, parameters, and best practices for achieving the shared goals of CoCs 
and school districts.



Why It Is Important For Service 
Providers To Identify MV Students? 

• Youth cannot be served if we don’t know who they are.
• They have rights and services through Title I, McKinney-Vento Act, IDEA, Child Nutrition 

programs

• It can affect a student's eligibility for college financial aid
• UHY are automatically eligible to apply for aid as independent students.

• It’s the law for HUD funded service providers.
• Continuums of Care & service providers to collaborate with districts to assist in the identification 

of homeless families and inform them of their eligibility for services.





Seeking Youth 
Representative 
for COH!



Closing and 
Survey

Jaime Jenett, Health Housing and Homeless 
Services

https://forms.office.com/g/Sj11YcspS5

https://forms.office.com/g/Sj11YcspS5
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