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 Revised Minutes 

Contra Costa Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee 

November 21, 2019 

 

Members Present: Carlos Agurto, Pestec; Debbie King, Public Works Facilities; Jim Donnelly (Chair), Public 
Member At Large; Larry Yost, Agriculture Department; Susan Heckly, County Fish and Wildlife Committee; 
Michael Kent, Health Services; Kimberly Hazard, Sustainability Committee; Andrew Sutherland, Public Member 
at Large; Teri Rie, acting County Clean Water seat; Dennis Shusterman, Public Member Alternate (voting in the 
absence of Susan Captain) 

(10 members present, 6 voting members) 

Members Absent: Susan Captain, Public Member At Large; Allison Knapp, Public Works Deputy Director; 
Environmental Organization Seat 

Staff Present: Jill Ray, Supervisor Andersen’s Office; David Hallinan, Agriculture Department; Wade Finlinson, 
IPM Coordinator 

Members of the Public Present: Dave Shoemaker (PASE), Susan JunFish (PASE), Shirley Shelangoski (PASE), 
Karolina Park (PASE), Priscilla Witt (PASE), Karen Perkins (PASE), Sarah Aminoff (PASE), Mackenzie 
Feldman (Herbicide Free Campus)  

 

1. Introductions:  

2. Public comment on items not on the agenda 
Mackenzie Feldman from Herbicide Free Campus described how the University of California has 
implemented Chip Osbourne’s organic turf management program and are pleased with the results.  She noted 
that maintenance personnel have been receptive to the changes.  She also highlighted several similar 
successful projects that have eliminated the use of herbicide and commended County staff who recently 
attended the Chip Osbourne training in Richmond. (Full transcript of comments attached) 

 

3. Announcements 
• Wade Finlinson introduced Kimberly Hazard, newly appointed representative of the Sustainability 

Commission. 

4. Approve minutes from September 19, 2019 
A motion was made and seconded (AS/SH) to approve the minutes as written. 

The motion carried:  
AYES: Donnelly, Heckly, Kent, Rie, Sutherland, Hazard, Shusterman 
NOES: none 
ABSTAIN: none 
ABSENT: Captain 
 
Public Speakers: none 

 

5.   Report from the Public Works Department following up on their presentation to the Transportation, Water, 
Infrastructure Committee (TWIC) regarding the status of their implantation of recommendations of the IPM 
Committee in the 2018 Annual Report 
Teri Rie mentioned that Chris Lau reported to TWIC on November 14th and confirmed that the Department 
has incorporated IPM programs into training, they are exploring equipment decisions, and are nearing 
finalization of posting documentation of flood control channels.   
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Wade Finlinson, Andrew Sutherland, and Jill Ray also offered input on the TWIC meeting and noted that 
much of the discussion centered on aspects of the posting policy and signage.  It was reported that TWIC 
members encouraged staff to clarify on the signage that posting is only for County properties and to add a QR 
code to redirect to the IPM website for more information.  Additional concerns were expressed that all 
recommendations from the 2018 report were not addressed.  The IPM Coordinator was encouraged to meet 
with department representatives to list all recommendations that the Committee sought a written response to.  
The TWIC members previously advised Public Works staff to respond to the Committee in writing and to 
create a map that clearly delineates trails, access roads, and areas maintained by other public agencies that 
could be used by citizens to better understand which areas must be posted by County staff prior to herbicide 
applications. 
 
Public Speakers: Susan JunFish, Karolina Park 
 
Citizens reiterated concerns about herbicide applications along Flood Control access roads that look like 
trails. Others were grateful that the Maintenance Division was not currently using herbicides, but they remain 
concerned about the possibility of drift if the practice resumes.  

 
 

6. Review and accept 2019 IPM Program Annual Report  
The report was reviewed and the IPM Coordinator responded to several questions.  Some modifications to the 
executive summary and IPM Coordinator recommendations were discussed and accepted.   

 
A motion was made and seconded (AS/SH) to accept the report with the changes discussed 

The motion carried:  
AYES: Heckly, Kent, Rie, Sutherland, Hazard 
NOES: none 
ABSTAIN: Shusterman, Rie 
ABSENT: Captain 
 
(a copy of the final 2019 Annual Report is available at https://cchealth.org/ipm/pdf/2019-ipm-annual-
report.pdf) 
 
Public Speaker: Susan JunFish  
The speaker mentioned that often recommendations in the annual report go into a black hole and are never 
implemented or followed up on.   
 

7.   Develop IPM work plan for 2020 and discuss which subcommittees and guest speakers will best support that       
work plan 
Jim Donnelly and Wade Finlinson facilitated a brainstorming session that gathered input from Committee 
members and multiple citizens.  Ideas were grouped into related categories and discussed.  There was general 
consensus about establishing a subcommittee to review pesticide classification systems and reconvening the 
Posting Task Force.  Citizens and Committee members suggested potential speakers for the upcoming year as 
well.  Suggested priorities and speakers were documented on projected spreadsheets (revised versions are 
attached).   

 

No votes were taken; the item will be continued on the January 16th meeting. 

8. Hear reports from the Agriculture and Public Works Departments 
Teri Rie reported that the Public Works Department is working with various public agencies to discuss paving 
areas to prevent weeds.  She also announced the following events: 

• Dec 5: Creek and Watershed symposium 
• Dec 6: Field Trips to Flood Control Channels 
• Dec 7: Clayton Valley Drain Event 

https://cchealth.org/ipm/pdf/2019-ipm-annual-report.pdf
https://cchealth.org/ipm/pdf/2019-ipm-annual-report.pdf
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9. Hear report from the IPM Coordinator  
 Item not heard due to time constraints 
 

10. Plan agenda for next meeting 
• Form subcommittees 
• Review bylaws 
• Election of officers 

 
Meeting adjourned at 12:07 PM 

 
 
Next Meetings: January 16, 2020 and March 19, 2020 
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Item 2 
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Item 7 
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Item 7 (Continued) 
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Item 7 (Continued) 
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Item 7 (Continued) 

 
 
 
 
 

—end of meeting minutes— 


