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I N T E G R A T E D  P E S T  M A N A G E M E N T  ( I P M )



O U R  I P M  P R O G R A M

• History: 

• IPM policy created in response to citizen concerns 

around pesticides

• IPM Coordinator position created (later, specialist 

added)

• Program governed by Marin County IPM Ordinance 

and Policy



F O R M A T I O N  O F  Y A R D S M A R T I N  R E S P O N S E  T O  C I T I Z E N  

C O N C E R N



WH E R E ?

All sites “owned, leased, or 

managed”  by Marin County

Exceptions: 

● open space district

● flood control vegetation 

removal



O U R  I P M  P O L I C Y :   H I G H L I G H T S

• IPM Commission established to provide  recommendations 

to Board of Supervisors

• Allowed products list

• Exemption process

• Notifications of pesticide application

• Reporting requirements

• Outlines goals for IPM practices



R E P O R T I N G  I P M  WO R K

Reporting: pesticide and 

nonchemical work

● Monthly to the public

● Quarterly to IPM commission

● Annually to Board or Supervisors



O U R  I P M  P O L I C Y :   P E S T I C I D E  G O A L S

• Signal Word goals: eliminate all “danger” and 

“warning”

• Organic goals: replace synthetic with NOP 

organic products

• Prop 65: exemption required, must prove all 

alternatives have been exhausted (none used this 

year)

• Reduce the total amount of product used



P E S T I C I D E  U S E  A T  I P M  S I T E S

● Herbicides: roadsides and medians only, for applicator 

safety

● % organic increase….but total ounces also increased

● Number of products used decreased over time

● Golf course: upper our numbers, but still a HUGE reduction.  

No longer an IPM site

● MKAT partnership

○ No knotweed currently on county property

○ Surveys to continue



H O W  H A S  T H E  I P M  P O L I C Y  C H A N G E D  O P E R A T I O N S ?

N O N - C H E M I C A L  L A B O R  S U M M A R Y





WE E D I N G

● Hand weed

● Weed Whip

● Mowing

(Royal Horticultural 
Society, 2010)



M U L C H I N G

Sheet mulching using the 

“Schroeder Method”

● rice straw

● cardboard

● rice straw

● mulch

Gorilla Hair over landscape 

fabric for majority of 

landscaped areas

(Columbia University, 2010)



P R O P A N E  F L A M I N G

● Safety concerns

● Good results



T A R P I N G :  O C C A S I O N A L  U S E

• Raises soil  

temperature

• Blocks sunlight

• Unselective: seed 

bank, flora, fauna

(Indiamart.com, 2012)



G R A Z I N G  I N  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T



**

**at IPM ordinance sites



**at IPM ordinance sites

**



**at IPM ordinance sites

**



**at IPM ordinance sites

**



N O T I F I C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

● On site at all entrances and exits: yellow paper, laminated

○ Target pest

○ Active ingredient

○ Product name and EPA reg #

○ Timing and location of application

● Online and over BUGS hotline

● 4 days before, 4 days after: all “conventional” products

● 1 day before, 4 days after: eco-exempt (no signal word, 

25B aka minimum risk, or organic)





P E S T I C I D E

N O T I F I C A T I O N

Imagine me in bright yellow! →



M A R I N  K N O T W E E D  A C T I O N  T E A M  ( M K A T )

• Knotweed identified in 

San Geronimo Valley on 

public and private lands

• CDFA A-rated noxious 

weed: “ If found entering 

or established in the 

state, A-rated pests are 

subject to state (or 

commissioner when 

acting as a state agent) 

enforced action 

involving eradication, 

quarantine regulation, 

containment, rejection, 

or other holding action.”



E D R R :   J A P A N E S E  K N O T WE E D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

● Spade shaped leaves 

the size of your palm

● Purple stem juvenile

● Spotted green and 

purple stems that looks 

like bamboo when 

mature

● Needs moist soils but 

loves shade or sun

Photo courtesy of Betsy W. Bikle, Marin Conservation 
League



Q U E S T I O N S ?   C O M M E N T S ?
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